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no other Protestant church in the Holy Land proper. Since
1839 some four hundred adults have been baptized and
about three hundred infants, children of the former. The
beautiful hospital of the society has stimulated the efforts
of Hebrews in the line of medical work for their own race.
The society maintains schools for boys and girls, a book
depot, and a house of industry. There are stations at Jaffa,
Damascus, and Safed. Tiberias was occupied by the mis-
sion of the United Free Church of Scotland in 1884. Over-
looking the Sea of Galilee a well-equipped hospital has been
built. At Hebron also this society carries on medical work,
and it has schools in Safed. Richter states that there are
only slightly more than one hundred and fifty baptized Jews
now in the Holy Land, but adds: " These form, however, but
a small proportion of the Jews that have become Protestants,
for very many have emigrated to escape persecution." l
The Jews found in Aleppo, Damascus, and elsewhere in
Syria are to all intents and purposes natives of the land,
knowing no language but Arabic. They all follow the
Sephardic rite. Among them mission work has not made
much progress. A missionary of the Presbyterian Church
in England stationed at Aleppo declares that the fifteen
thousand or twenty thousand Jews there resident are hardly
more than Hebrews in name, ignorant not only of their own
religious history, but of the Old Testament. They of course
attend the synagogue, and they scrupulously observe the
Day of Atonement by the rabbinical custom of killing a
white cock for a man and a hen for a woman; but otherwise
they share many of the superstitions of the native Moslems
arid Christians. In view of these facts I was astonished to
learn from the same authority that every Jew in Aleppo,
unless he is too poor, pays his yearly shekel toward the
maintenance of Zionism. This is all the more extraordinary
in view of the attitude of the average Jerusalem Jew toward
this movement. While there are a score of prominent Zion-
ists in the Holy Land, it may be confidently stated that Zion-
ism means more in Vienna and Paris, in London and New
York, than it does in Palestine. To the pious Orthodox
1 Richter (op. ct'O, p. 256.

